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was unable to overcome the distrust and repugnance
with which he had long regarded his Minister.    Count
Witte, as well, could hardly disguise his aversion for the
successor of Alexander III., with whom he had col-
laborated and whose fullest confidence he had enjoyed.
I will endeavour later to define Count Witte's leading
traits of character ; he was beyond doubt a great Minis-
ter, even one of genius, but his strong will, at that
critical moment of his country's history, was destined
to be bruised and broken against a chain of circum-
stances.    One of the reasons for this check in his career,
and not the least, was the absolute contrast between
him and his sovereign.    The fact is that he had been
forced upon the Emperor by  the progress  of events
and at a moment when no other choice seemed practi-
cable.   The ideas of the liberals were in the ascendant
at Court for the time being, but gradually the reactionary
party regained its former influence over Nicholas IL,
and it was not difficult for that party to revive his sus-
picions of the Premier.   It was insinuated that Count
Witte was ambitious, ready and willing to overthrow the
monarchy and proclaim himself President of the Russian
Republic;  I had reason to know, through information
furnished to me by correspondents at home, that the
Emperor was evidently more and more inclined to listen
to such insinuations.
For my part, I placed full reliance upon Count Witte's
good faith and the honesty of his efforts toward a solu-
tion of the problem without endangering the monarchical
principle nor the dynasty, and without, moreover,
limiting the imperial prerogatives beyond a point that
was rendered inevitable by the tenor of the constitu-
tional charter. Again, therefore, I had recourse to the
friendship of the Empress Dowager, who was still living